Be a Co-Sponsor of H.R. 3264 – 

The Transportation Empowerment Act
Dear Colleague,
When the federal Highway Trust Fund was established by the Highway Revenue Act of 1956, the gas tax was raised from two to three cents per gallon, creating an appropriate dedicated revenue stream with a clear connection to the creation of the interstate highway system.  This mission is largely accomplished – and it’s high time we reduce the portion of road construction funded by the federal government.  That is why I ask your support for H.R. 3264, the Transportation Empowerment Act.

Congress first authorized an investigation into what would become the “Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways” in 1938’s Federal Highway Act by directing a report of the “findings and recommend[ed] feasibility of building, and cost of, superhighways not exceeding three in number, running in a general direction from the eastern to the western portion of the United States, and not exceeding three in number, running from the northern to the southern portion of the United States, including the feasibility of a toll system on such roads.”

Following was a more formal blueprint in the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 1956, which authorized the construction of 41,000 miles of highway.  The originally authorized highways, and many others, have by and large been completed since that time, leading to largely positive changes in how we travel, where we live, and how goods are shipped from place to place.  

The creation of the interstate highway system is clearly an authorized role for the federal government under the Commerce Clause.  However, it is high time that we revaluate the ever expanding federal role in the construction of state and local highways.  A federal bureaucracy in Washington is expensive, unfair, and redundant.  States like Georgia are donor states – meaning while Georgians pay for roads with their federal gas taxes, many of those roads are built elsewhere.  And while some states receive what seems like a windfall when they get more back than they pay in, those states still lose, since their money goes to support an additional layer of federal red tape. 

Decisions about how to pay for roads and where to build them are best made in the states – not in Washington.  That is why I introduced H.R. 3264, the Transportation Empowerment Act, which reduces the federal gas tax from the current 18.4 cents per gallon to 3.7 cents per gallon over the next five years, allowing states to determine the funding level that best suits them, while ensuring that funds are still available for necessary maintenance.

To co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Jason Murphy in Representative Graves’ office at jason.murphy2@mail.house.gov or 5-5211.

 


Sincerely,

m
Tom Graves
Member of Congress
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