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14
th

 District Congressional Art Competition General Guidelines 

  

 

The Creative Arts Guild and Dalton State College are pleased to host the Fourteenth Congressional 

District High School Art Exhibition in the Guild’s Fine Arts Galleries. Works submitted for the 

exhibition are eligible for the prestigious US District Congressional Award.   

The High School Art Exhibition is an annual event for high school students in congressional 

districts throughout the country. Georgia’s 14
th

 District Congressman Tom Graves, along with the 

Creative Arts Guild in Dalton, GA and Dalton State College are partnering to present this year’s 

exhibit and competition.   The competition is open to all high school students (grades 9-12) in the 

14th District of Georgia.  Each student is allowed one entry.  Entries will be displayed at the 

Creative Arts Guild’s Galleries and Dalton State College Derrell C. Roberts Library.  The 

winning piece will be displayed in the U.S. Capitol for one year.  

Contest Rules 
In order to allow artwork to hang in the Cannon Tunnel to the U.S. Capitol, the following 

restrictions are enforced:  

 All artwork must be framed according to the appropriate framing guidelines listed on the next 

page.  

 

 Artwork must conform to these restrictions:  

1. Artwork must be two-dimensional. 

2. Each piece can be no larger than 28” x 28” x 4” (28 inches high, 28 inches wide, and 4 

inches deep), including the frame.  

3. Artwork cannot weigh more than 15 pounds.  

4. Acceptable media for artwork are as follows:     

Paintings: oil, acrylics, watercolor, etc.  

Drawings: pastels, colored pencil, pencil, charcoal, ink, markers 

Collage 

Prints: lithographs, silkscreen, block prints 

Mixed Media: use of more than one media such as pencil, ink, watercolor, etc.  

Computer-generated Art 

Photography 

 

 Each entry must be original in concept, design, and execution and may not violate any U.S.    

copyright laws. Any entry that has been copied from an existing photo (other than the student’s 



                    

  

own), painting, graphic, advertisement, or any work produced by another person is a violation of 

competition rules and will not be accepted.  Work entered must be in the original medium (that is, 

not a scanned reproduction of a painting or drawing).  

 

 Artwork must arrive in Washington by May 1, 2013 for inclusion in the exhibition.  

Artwork will hang in the Capitol for the entire year of the exhibition and cannot be returned to the 

student earlier.  Students should, therefore, submit artwork they will not need for other purposes. 

Artwork must adhere to the policy of the House Office Building Commission.  In accordance with 

this policy, exhibits depicting subjects of contemporary political controversy or a sensationalistic or 

gruesome nature are not allowed.  It is necessary that all artwork be reviewed by the panel chaired by 

the Architect of the Capitol and any portion not in consonance with the Commission’s policy will be 

omitted from the exhibit.  The panel will make the final decision regarding the suitability of all 

artwork for the Congressional Art Competition exhibition in the Capitol.   

  

 

Framing Guidelines_  

 

All artwork must be framed.  Frames should be as simple and sturdy as possible.  Metal frames are 

recommended.  No “snap on” frames with glass are to be used.   

 

All artwork, with the exception of oil paintings, must be protected by Plexiglas or glass.  Plexiglas 

is preferred.  If glass is used, special packing and shipping arrangements are encouraged to ensure 

that the work is not damaged if the glass breaks.  

 

All works, including frame, should be no larger than 28 inches high, 28 inches wide, and 4 inches 

deep, to the outside of the frame, and 15 pounds in weight.   Due to wide participation of Member 

offices, framed work larger than the specified dimensions will be turned away.   

 

Matting can enhance or detract from a work of art and should be carefully prepared.  

 

Use sturdy picture hangers on the back of the frame.  Two sturdy hooks should be attached at the 

right and left sides of the back of the work for hanging in order to prevent the work from leaning 

forward or hanging unevenly.  Please place wire or cord between the hooks for hanging.  

 

Do not attach labels, ribbons, etc. to the front of the piece or underneath the glass or Plexiglas.   

 

If the artwork is abstract in design, please indicate on the backside which side is “up” with arrows.  

 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Please attach a typed adhesive label to the back of the artwork with the following information and 

complete the inventory form and student information sheet.  Use the largest label you have available.  

This information should be typed.  

 



                    

  

 Member Name 

 State and District 

 Title of Piece 

 Medium 

 Student Name 

 Student Address and Phone Number 

A Student Release Form, signed by both the teacher and the student, must be securely attached to 

the back of the overall winner’s artwork when shipped to Washington D.C. to certify the originality 

of the piece.  The DSC Derrell C. Roberts Library will provide a copy of the Student Release form to 

the overall winner.   

DELIVERY 

Entries should be delivered Monday - Wednesday, February 25, 26, 27 10:00 am – 5:00 pm to the 

Creative Arts Guild, 520 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720 or other times by special 

arrangement with the Creative Arts Guild.  Work that has been copied from another source (such 

as a drawing from a published photograph) or work that has been submitted in previous years will 

be pre-juried out of the exhibition.   

Exhibit Details 
 

This year's exhibit will be on display at the Creative Arts Guild  March 1 – March 28 and will be a 

part of the Guild’s 50th annual Student Arts Expo and First Friday Artist Reception, Friday, March 1, 

2013, 5:30 – 7:30.  Works not being moved to Dalton State College should be picked up at the 

Creative Arts Guild Friday, March 29,  10:00-3:00 or April 8-10,  10:00 – 5:00 (the Guild is closed 

April 1-5) or by special arrangement, contact the Guild 706.278.0168 or via email to 

cagarts@creativeartsguild.org 

 

The top 5 pieces selected will be moved to the Dalton State College, Derrell C. Roberts  Library on 

March 29 and be on display April 1 – 22.   Congressman Graves will announce winner at the closing 

reception at DSC Roberts Library April 22 at 6:00 pm.  The winning Congressional work will 

represent the 14
th

 Congressional District in an exhibition in Washington, D.C. for one year.  The 4th 

and 5
th

 place entries should be picked up by the artist at Dalton State College April 23, or other time 

by special arrangement with Melissa Dawn Whitesell, mwhitesell@daltonstate.edu  or 706.272.2503 

at Dalton State.    

 

First, Second and Third place entries will be moved to the local Congressional office and be 

displayed April 23–May 15.  Congressman Graves’ office will ship the winning artwork to 

Washington D.C and will coordinate with the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 place winners regarding pick up of their work 

on April 30
th

.   

 

At the close of the Congressional Exhibit in Washington D.C. the 1
st
 place work will be returned May 

2014 by Congressional Docent to the artist.   

 

 

mailto:mwhitesell@daltonstate.edu


                    

  

 

DELIVERY AND PICK UP DATES  
 

DELIVER ALL entries to Creative Arts Guild  

Monday,  February 25     10:00 – 5:00 

   Tuesday,  February 26       10:00 – 5:00 

Wednesday, February 27   10:00 - 4:00   

 

PICK UP ALL entries EXCEPT  1
st
, 2

nd
 , 3

rd
, 4

th,
 and 5

th
 place  at Creative Arts Guild     

Friday, March 29      10:00 - 3:00    

April 8-10       10:00 – 5:00 

  

PICK UP 4th and 5
th

 place winners at Dalton State College Roberts Library  

April 23 or other time by special arrangement with DSC Library 

 

PICK UP  2
nd

 and 3
rd

 place entries Congressman Graves office will coordinate with artists to pick 

up after May 15.  

 

1
st
 Place will be shipped to Washington by Congressman Graves office.  Winning artwork will 

be returned May 2014 to artist by Congressional Docent.  

 

 

CONGRESSIONAL ART EXHIBITIONS 

 
CREATIVE ARTS GUILD 

 Friday, March 1 - Thursday, March 28, 2013 

Monday – Thursday, 9:30 am – 6:00 pm 

Friday, 9:30 am – 4:00 pm. 

  

FIRST FRIDAY RECEPTION CREATIVE ARTS GUILD AND 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS 
Friday, March 1, 5:30 – 7:30 

 
DALTON STATE COLLEGE 

DERRELL C. ROBERTS LIBRARY 
650 College Drive, Dalton, GA  30720 

April 1 – April 22, 7:30 am - 8:00 pm 

 

RECEPTION AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNER BY  

CONGRESSMAN GRAVES 
April 22, 2013   6:00 pm    

 

 



                    

  

All events and exhibitions are free and open to the public. 
 

CONTACT INFOMATION 

  

  Creative Arts Guild 

 520 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA  30720 

Contact person   Leanne Lawson   706.278.0168   706.217.6677   cagarts@creativeartsguild.org     

 

 

Dalton State College Derrell C. Robert Library 

650 College Drive, Dalton, GA  30720 

Contact person   Melissa Dawn Whitesell     706.272.2503   mwhitesell@daltonstate.edu 

 

 

Office of Congressman Tom Graves 

702 S. Thornton Avenue, Dalton, GA 30720 

Contact person Tracey Bartley     706.226.5320  Tracey.Bartley@mail.house.gov 
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Congressman Graves 

Georgia 14
th

 Congressional  Art Exhibit and Competition 

Student Information and Release Form 

 

Please print clearly.  Incomplete forms will not be accepted. 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION 

 

Name __________________________________________________________ Grade ____________ 

 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_____________________________________________State________________Zip__________ 

      

Student Email______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent or Guardian Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Phone ______________________    Parent Daytime/Cell Phone ________________________ 

 

 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 

 

School Name______________________________________________________________________ 

         

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________________State_________________Zip________ 

 

Teacher Name _____________________________________________________________________   

 

Teacher Phone _____________________________ Teacher Email ___________________________ 

 

 

ART COMPETITION ENTRY 

 

Title of Entry _______________________________________________________________  

 

Medium ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Description _________________________________________________________________  

 

Size (not larger than 28” H x 28” W x4” Deep, including the frame) Height _____Width _____Depth______ 

Page 1 of 2 

Student Name ____________________________________________   State _____________  

 



                    

  

Title of Entry _______________________________________________________________  

 

ORIGINALITY CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the art entry described above is an 

original work or authorship by the undersigned student and that it is not copied from, nor 

does it include any other person’s copyrighted work.  

 

Student Signature ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Art Teacher Signature _________________________________________________________  

 

 

ARTWORK RELEASE 

We, the undersigned, represent that the art entry described above is an original work of 

authorship personally created by the undersigned student to which the student is entitled 

copyright protection.  In consideration for the acceptance of the art entry by the Member of 

Congress designated above for the Congressional Art Competition sponsored by the U.S. 

House of Representatives and intending to be legally bound hereby, the undersigned grant 

the Member and House the right to publicly display the art entry, if it is selected for display, 

in accordance with the rules of the Art Competition, for a period of  two years from the latest 

date on this form.   The undersigned acknowledge that the final decision regarding the 

suitability of an art entry to be displayed in the Capitol will be made by a House panel 

chaired by the Architect of the Capitol.  The undersigned also grant the Member, the House, 

their employees and agents, and the United States the right to reproduce the art entry for any 

non-commercial purpose.  The undersigned further grant the Member, the House, their 

employees and agents, and the United States from any and all liability for damage, loss, or 

misappropriation of the art entry during and subsequent to the Art Competition.  The 

undersigned further agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Member, the House, 

their employees and agents, and the United States against any and all claims of any nature 

whatsoever, including, but not limited to, claims of copyright infringement, by any party 

whatsoever, arising out of or in any way related to the submission of the art entry in the Art 

Competition.  

 

 

Student Signature ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18) __________________________________________  
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